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The American Christian Faces a New War 





To Our Subscribers: 


This is the first issue of the CHARLES 
A. Wetts’ Curistian LaymMan’s News 
BuLLetiN for which you recently sub- 
scribed. We had announced that the 
initial release would appear about 
February first, but because subscrip- 
tions have poured in far beyond our 
expectations and in answer to many 
requests for an earlier start we inau- 
gurate this unique Christian service 
today. It is an effort to provide a 
means for the hurried Christian lay- 
man to keep himself informed with 
economy of time and effort concern- 
ing the broader spiritual issues sweep- 
ing through the current scene. The 
next copy will appear January 19th 
and every two weeks thereafter. The 
subscription price, $1.00 a year, may 
be paid at your convenience between 
now and February 15th. 











Nehru Released 


Some interesting angles in the news 
from India concerns the British gov- 
ernment’s decision to free Jawahar- 
lal Nehru, the great Indian leader, 
from prison. With war pressing closer 
to India, the British have found it nec- 
essary to relieve pressure on the Indian 
home front caused by the imprisonment 
of many thousands of Indian National- 
ists who protested against India’s being 
thrown into the war without the consent 
of the Indian people. The Indian Na- 
tionalists claim that 30,000 to 50,000 are 
in prison. This is vigorously denied by 
British imperialists. We believe that, 
since the British have placed an un- 
democratic and strangling censorship 
over India, the Christian mind should 
listen with sympathy to the Indian com- 
plaints and claims that are seeping 
through. Should not Christian thought 
stand for democracy and the freedom 
of man everywhere—even in India? Hit- 
lerism must be defeated—the Demo- 
cratic powers must collaborate closely— 
but our military alliance with England 
no more requires us to endorse undemo- 
cratic factors in British imperialism than 
our cooperation with Russia requires us 
to accept Communism. 


The outbreak of war in the Pacific hurled America into the second World 
War. We are now a major part of all of it. We cannot but unreservedly condemn 
the fanatical military dictators of Japan for their treacherous attacks just as we 
have condemned the Axis aggressors elsewhere. We must now unite as a people, 
with our allies whoever and wherever they are, in the common cause of destroy- 
ing the power of Nazism and its brood. 

But we dare not, in the name of truth, fail to recognize that this new phase 
of the war, as with the European conflict, is the result of a long accumulation 
of evils. We must win the war, but if we ignore these causes we will lose the 
peace. We are in a strong position to win the war because we, the Democracies, 
control the vast majority of the world’s resources. But we the Democracies are 
also in a good position to lose the peace, for we are ignoring the fundamental 
evils that have created the war. And when we say “lose the peace” we do not 
mean to describe a period of quiet, comfortable transition. We mean losing the 
peace in a sweeping storm of revolutionary explosions caused by nations in 
bankruptcy, millions without employment, angry disillusioned people—people 
in Pittsburgh as well as in Paris, in Boston as well as in Berlin, in Topeka as 
well as in Tokyo. It will be the task of Between The Lines to endeavor to keep 
you aware and informed of the development of forces, both good and evil, that 
will be shaping our lives in the tomorrows. The daily press and the radio, tied to 
the interlacing systems of advertising loyalties, industrial allegiances and politi- 
cal obligations will not and cannot do it. We will endeavor to keep before us 
in survey the large amount of documentary and informative material pouring 
out of Washington, the stories that are passed along from one pressroom to 
another but which cannot be published, the utterance of the labor press as well 
as the releases of the National Manufacturers Association. We will contact 
returning missionaries and newsmen, besides maintaining our own “listening 
posts” in important and strategic spots. Our aim is to make what contribution 
we can to the development of an informed, alert, thinking body of Christian 
laity in America. We believe that is the real and only hope of perpetuating a 
Christian democracy. 


Will the War Last Long? 


Will the people of Japan revolt when the pinch of war tightens? It is true 
that the Japanese people are already hungry and exhausted from four years of 
war with China, but Japan is a feudal nation with modern trimmings, bound 
together in a tight, simple, primitive tradition that begins with the emperor and 
extends all the way to the last peasant and the last soldier. Fatalism is inter- 
woven with feudalistic obedience. Such people do not revolt. The Japanese peo- 
ple hate war. They were depressed when it came and they know they cannot win 
against the United States. They do not even hope to win a war against us. They 
had only hoped so to cripple our striking power by the first treacherous on- 
slaught that they might have time to dig into a defensible position in rich Malaya 
and the Dutch Indies and hold their own against us until time might work in 
their favor and we might give up and go home. People who know Japan thor- 
oughly are almost unanimous in the belief that Japan will not collapse inter- 
nally. Military experts here seem to agree it will take us a long time to get into 
a position to give the Nipponese militarist a sound thrashing. The brutal truth 
(accepted now in Washington as a very possible darker side of the picture) is 
that the Japanese may succeed in cutting their way through to their objectives, 
leaving on their flanks only one or two Caucasian defense centers rendered im- 
potent to obstruct the Nipponese thrusts. In fact, that (Continued on last page) 
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Religion in the Reich 


Word seeping in to us from our own sources in 
Germany makes it increasingly apparent that religious 
conditions in the Reich have become decidedly worse 
during the past year. This is confirmed by the pub- 
lished reports in The Christian Century from its corre- 
spondents in Geneva. Great numbers of pastors and 
priests have been forced into the armed forces as an 
alternate to prison. The Christian Century correspon- 
dent reports that 86% of the confessional pastors have 
been sent into military service. We hear that religious 
young people’s work has become almost impossible 
due to the lack of leadership and to the tremendous 
pressure put upon young people for war work of every 
imaginable kind during their free hours from factory 
or school. The Catholics are being put under increas- 
ing restrictions, forcing them to devote the major por- 
tion of their property and facilities for war work 
activities. This is being done to the point of outright 
confiscation. This is doubly strange in view of the 
Nazi propaganda that they are “fighting the battle of 
the Lord against Bolshevism”. 


Will the War Last Long? 


(Continued from first page) 


has already happened to an alarming extent. So far 
the white man has been unable to engage in more than 
defensive action. Regardless of the German retreat in 
Russia, you may count on it that new Axis thrusts in 
Europe and the Atlantic will quickly develop to make 
the most of the diversion the Japanese have provided. 
The Democracies are still about one year short of a 
production capacity that can assure the effectiveness 
of an all-out offensive. An Allied offensive in °43 is 
the talk now in authoritative circles. That’s why the 
most dependable guess is that the war is not going 
to be over soon. The only thing that can change this 
would be a complete ‘political upset in Germany, 
sweeping the Nazis out of power, with the German 
army leaders suing for peace. Our next issue will 
review that possibility.—and it is a possibility. 


War Profiteering 


Despite all the curbs the government has endeavored 
to put on war profiteering, excessive profits continue 
to be made out of the war emergency. An official in a 
Pittsburgh steel company told us that the boom in 
activities there was responsible for many new fortunes 
in the making and advocated real conscription of 
wealth as well as conscription of men. Public resent- 
ment flames highest against the “profit patriots” among 
those near to the government, such as Tommy Corco- 
ran, recently under Congressional investigation for tak- 
ing business advantage of his close relationships in 
official circles, and Charles West, former Undersecre- 
tary of the Interior to Ickes, who entered a court claim 
for a commission of $700,000 from the Empire Ord- 
nance Corporation for negotiating $70,000,000 worth 
of federal war orders. 


Agriculture and War 
(Continued from middle page) 


wiring. The farmer’s capacity to expand production 
requires more electric equipment, and in many cases 
this has already been purchased. However, it cannot 
be operated, although some 50,000 new miles of poles 
and equipment have been erected and await a quota of 
copper to start operations. The private utility com- 
panies have been charged in Congress with sabotage 
against the Rural Electrification Administration’s ef- 
forts to get copper priorities and start their projects 
operating. Sen. Bennett Champ Clark (Missouri, 
Dem.) claimed that private utility companies were 
getting all the copper not required for defense classifi- 
cations, despite orders for allocation of copper to rural 
electrification needs. Rep. John Rankin (Mississippi, 
Dem.) charged the utility companies in his state with 
having enough copper for building spite-lines to serve 
customers for whom the REA’s lines, already built, but 
for lack of copper wire, would have been adequate. 
Rankin called attention to the overwhelming number 
of top flight private utility figures who serve on the 
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